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The French Connection
This exhibition explores the links between East Sussex and Normandy from the Middle Ages to modern times, as
revealed through the archives of East Sussex Record Office and the Departmental Archives of Seine-Maritime, as
well as items from the collections of Hastings Museum.
Funded by the European Regional Development Fund (Interreg) and East Sussex County Council
Date: Saturday, 12 Oct 2013 - 19 Jan 2014
Where: Hastings Museum & Art Gallery
Link: Hastings Museum & Art Gallery
Contact Name: Hastings Museum & Art Gallery
Contact Address: Johns Place, Bohemia Road, Hastings, TN34 1ET
Contact Tel.: 01424 451052
Contact Email: museum@hastings.gov.uk
Categories: History, Heritage and HMAG Exhibition

www.hmag.org.uk – October 2013

www.visit1066country.com - October 2013

www.sussex.ac.uk/library/specialcollections

www.sussex.ac.uk – October 2013

Hastings Observer et Argus – 11/10/2013

the 1066 network
From Hastings in the heart of 1066 Country since 1997
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Exhibition tracing links between East Sussex and
Normandy is launched
A NEW exhibition opens tomorrow (Saturday) at Hastings Museum tracing the historic links between East
Sussex and Normandy in France.
The two areas have a long, shared heritage, from the Norman invasion of 1066 to the growth of cross-Channel
tourism over the last century.
These, and lesser known links such as piracy, smuggling and the sheltering of religious refugees, are explored in
the exhibition, The French Connection.
The three-month event forms part of the Arch Expo project, an EU-funded partnership between East Sussex
County Council and the Département de Seine Maritime, which aims to explore and celebrate the links between the
two areas.
Cllr Chris Dowling, county council lead member for community services, said: “Despite being separated by the
English Channel, the histories of East Sussex and Normandy are closely entwined.
“Everyone knows about the Battle of Hastings, but through the 1,000 years which have since passed, the two areas
have shared social, cultural and economic links, in wartime and at peace.
“This exhibition offers a fresh twist on some of the stories we are all familiar with as well as unearthing a
fascinating insight into the lesser known episodes in our history.”
Exhibits on display are derived from the archives of the East Sussex Record office, the Departmental Archives of
Seine Maritime and the museum collection.
The exhibition, which includes a programme of events for schools, will be officially opened by Cllr Emily
Westley, Hastings Borough Council’s lead member for leisure and amenities.
She said: “It’s very fitting we are working so closely with our French colleagues for this exhibition, which opens at
the start of Hastings Week, marking the anniversary of the Battle of Hastings, which took place on October 14,
1066.
“I’m really looking forward to opening the exhibition, and am sure it will prove popular. I’m especially pleased
that young people have not been forgotten, with the programme for schools running in conjunction with the
exhibition.”
The exhibition runs from tomorrow to Sunday, January 19.
More information is available online at www.hmag.org.uk or by calling Hastings Museum on 01424 451052.
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Queen in Sussex: A host of memories at the Keep in Moulsecoomb

They say every great performance comes with a few nerves.
It’s a reassuring thought for county archivist Elizabeth Hughes, who will show the Queen around The Keep archive
in Moulsecoomb this afternoon.
Admitting she felt “terribly nervous”, she said: “I’m trying to find a few quiet moments so I don’t get people’s
names wrong.
“I’m obviously incredibly proud, but it’s a huge responsibility. I just hope I don’t run out of things to say.”
The Keep will provide a home for all the archives and historical resources of East Sussex and Brighton and Hove,
plus the special collections of the University of Sussex. Opening to the public later this year, it will also include the
library and headquarters of the Sussex Family History Group.
Today, the Queen will be shown old records of the Brighton Carnival as well as faded letters written by famous
author Rudyard Kipling.
Excited schoolchildren from Moulsecoomb Primary and Brighton Aldridge Community Academy have also been
invited along to meet the royal couple.
Mrs Hughes said: “We knew someone important was coming, but it was marvellous when we heard it was the
Queen.
“We are so proud of the building and we want to show it off to the most important person in the country. It’s a once
in a lifetime experience.”
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The Queen opens new home for University’s archive

Fiona Courage, Special Collections Manager, shows the Queen the University's Special Collections archives.

Fiona Courage shows the Queen the University's Special Collections archives, while Chris Whittick, Senior
Archivist at East Sussex County Council, speaks to the Duke of Edinburgh.

Professor Maurice Howard shakes hands with the Queen, while Dr Geoffrey Mead (white shirt) looks on.
Her Majesty The Queen, accompanied by His Royal Highness The Duke of Edinburgh, officially opened the new £19m home
for the University’s Special Collections archive yesterday (Thursday 31 October).
The royal party visited The Keep, a new historical resource centre for the University of Sussex, East Sussex and Brighton &
Hove, which will open to the public next month.
Fiona Courage, Special Collections Manager, showed the Queen the Special Collections archive, including examples from
Mass Observation, rare book collections and some illustrations from the Rudyard Kipling collection such as the writer’s own
sketches for the Just So Stories.
The Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh spoke with Fiona and other Sussex staff about the logistics of moving collections and
asked where they had come from.
They also met children from two local schools who have been involved with an outreach programme run by the University
and East Sussex Record Office (ESRO).
Fiona said: “The visit went really well. It was a true endorsement of the value of this facility and a wonderful opportunity to
show visitors the building and its collections.”
Other Sussex staff who met the Queen at the new facility included Dr Geoffrey Mead, a member of The Keep’s user group;
art historian Professor Maurice Howard; and the Vice-Chancellor, Professor Michael Farthing.
Professor Farthing said: “The University of Sussex is proud to be a partner in creating this remarkable new resource for the
region. It is a fitting home for our internationally acclaimed Special Collections. This will open up even wider access to this
unique material and enhance the leading research and scholarship we sustain at Sussex for the future.”
The Keep will eventually house over six miles of archives and resources dating back 900 years. It brings together under one
roof the archives and collections of the University of Sussex, East Sussex Record Office and Royal Pavilion, Museums &
Libraries, Brighton & Hove.
Located across the road from the University’s campus at Falmer, The Keep has been built over the past year and is designed
to offer state-of-the-art storage for archives.
For more information about The Keep, go to the East Sussex County Council website.
Until now, the Special Collections had been housed in the University’s Library, which was opened by the Queen nearly 50
years ago, in 1964.
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FESRO NEWS, Friends of East Sussex Record Office – Autumn 2013

